
Timeline of work 

with 

snchitsu’umshtsn

Audra Vincent 



1878 Mission School Opens



1917 James Teit publishes 

Coeur d’Alene Tales

– Kwaruutus Nicodemus – started working 

together in 1904



1927 and 1929 Gladys Reichard

field work

– Dorothy Nicodemus [widow of Kwaruutus Nicodemus]

– Tom Miyal

– Julia Antelope Nicodemus [daughter in law of Dorothy]-grammatical analysis

– Lawrence Nicodemus [Julia’s son]-recording and organizing narratives



1930 The Salishan Tribes of the 

Western Plateau- Boas and Teit



1935 Lawrence Nicodemus 

travels to New York

– Went to work with Reichard at Columbia University on the materials she 

gathered in 1927 and 1929

– This helped produce the grammar, stem list, and English translations of stories



1938 Reichard publishes 

grammar



1939 Reichard publishes stemlist



1947 An Analysis of Coeur 

d’Alene Indian Myths 



1958-1961 A Comparison of five 

Salish Languages- three papers 

published by Reichard



1966 Clarence Sloat dissertation-

Phonological Redundancy Rules in 

Coeur d'Alene



1975 Robert Johnson Dissertation-

The Role of Phonetic Detail in 

Coeur d'Alene Phonology



1975 Nicodemus and Bitar

develop writing system



1975 snchitsu'umshtsn text book 

published by Lawrence Nicodemus



1975 Two volume dictionaries 

published by Lawrence Nicodemus



1980s Interviews by fluent speaker 

Vinnie Felsman with elders and 

other speakers



1985-Vinnie Felsman

Curriculum books



1987 Geography book published 

Palmer, Nicodemus, Felsman- khwi' 

khwe hntmikhu'lumkhw



1987 Names book published Palmer, 

Nicodemus, Connoly- khwi' khwe

guł schitsu'umsh



1993 Nicola Bessell dissertation-

Towards a Phonetic and 

Phonological Typology of Post-Velar 

Articulation



1994 Language program started



1996 High school language classes 

started- Reva Hess and Lawrence



1996 College classes start at LCSC 

then eventually move to NIC



1997 Doak dissertation- Coeur

d'Alene Grammatical Relations



1997 Wagner dissertation-

Language, Power, and Ethnicity on 

the Coeur d'Alene Reservation



2000- Publishing of High School 

Curriculum



2001 Elders meetings start being 

recorded at the language program

– Up to 4 hours every Thursday from 2001-2015



Lawrence Nicodemus Felix Aripa

Vinnie Felsman
Irene Lowley Lavinia “Beans” Alexander



2001 Reva Hess passes- high 

school class stops shortly after



2003 Brinkman dissertation-

etsmeystkhw khwe snwiyepmshtsn

You know how to talk like a white man



2004 Fluent speaker Lawrence 

Nicodemus passes



2007 Lawrence Nicodemus's Coeur 

d'Alene Dictionary in Root Format 

by Lyon-Greene Wood



2007 Bischoff dissertation-Functional 

Forms-Formal Functions: An Account 

of Coeur d'Alene Clause Structure



2009 CRD archive pilots-

Shannon Bischoff



2012 CRD revised into COLRC



2014 Audra Vincent M.A. thesis-

Coeur d'Alene Aspect



2014 Cohort of adult students 

start learning language

– James Lasarte-Whistocken

– Cheffrey Sailto

– Chy Meshell

– Joey Lenoir



2014 Tribal School hires full time 

language teacher- Kim Matheson



2016-2019-Gathering 

materials/recordings to digitize

– Reichard file cards

– Robert Johnson field work at Smithsonian

– Clarence Sloat field work at University of Washington

– Nicola Bessell field work from the American Philosophical Society

– Elders meetings

– Vinnie recordings with elders/fluent speakers

– WSU-Center for Digital Scholarship and Curation -digitization



2016 James Lasarte-Whistocken

becomes language teacher at Tribal 

School



2018 Phase 2 of COLRC project 

starts

– Addition of materials found from libraries and archives

– Addition of curriculum materials



2019 COLRC receives Ken Hale 

Prize at SSILA



2019 Lakeside High School has full 

time language classes – Cheffrey

Sailto



Current classes

– Daily class with Franny White, Mariah Clark, Joey Lenoir, Cheffrey Sailto, James 

Lasarte-Whistocken, Michelle Clark

– Evening class MW 6-7 taugh by Cheffrey Sailto

– 4:00-4:30 class taught by Michelle Clark TTH

– ECLC classes

– Youth Programs Staff class

– Lakeside Middle School

– Lakeside High School

– Coeur d’Alene Tribal School



Current hnqwa’qwe’eln staff

– Michelle Clark

– Audra Vincent

– Cheffrey Sailto

– Mariah Clark


